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SHIKHA MALAVIYA

To Touch the Sky

1873

The sun’s shadow
swept over my face
as I built biceps
drawing water from the well
rope burns on my hands and wrists
and when I complained
there was no time to play
Aai’s anger drew welts on my back
her orders a daily refrain—
gather sticks for the chulha
scrub the pakshala—
so when I found the jhopala empty
I grabbed its chains as if a horse’s reins
pumping my legs furiously
to see how high I could go
braids flying, skirt rippling, sun winking
toes trying to touch the sky
my only witness a green pigeon
whose wings I conspired to steal

chulha (Hindi)—earthen stove 

pakshala (Marathi)—“kitchen” 

aai (Marathi)—“mother” 

jhopala (Marathi)—traditional wooden swing
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